Mark Harrison, “Why Didn’t the Soviet Economy Collapse in 1942?”  in Roger Chickering, Stig Förster and Bernd  Greiner, A World at Total War: Global Conflict and the Politics of Destruction, 1937-1945 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005).
I have asserted, “Ultimately, economics determined the outcome.”   “Production was decisive; the Allies outgunned the Axis because they outproduced them.”  (p. 137).

· “Economic factors carried more weight in the Allied victory than military or political factors”  (137)

· “…the Allies did not make better soldiers or provide better weapons.”   (137)

· “Nor were they better led.”  (137) 

· “The Allied preponderance in this dimension appears so decisive that, once one has grasped it, it hardly seems necessary to pay attention to anything else.”  (137)
· “The Allied economic superiority was never less than overwhelming.”  (139)

POPULATION COMPARISON OF THE COMBATANTS







Allies

Axis

Ratio

Population (millions)


Great Powers


345

191

1.8

Colonies



850

444

1.9



Neutral Trading Blocs

130

  71

1.8


World


       1,325

705

1.9

ECONOMIC SIZE OF THE COMBATANTS
GDP ($ billions and 1990 prices)


Great Powers


1,444
           686

 2.1

Colonies


             626

 866

 0.7


Neutral Trading Blocs
             259

 151

 1.7


World



2,329
        1,703

 1.4

ARMED FORCES: Numbers (millions)





1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
Allies

USA




 NA
 NA
1.62 
3.97
9.02
11.41 
11.43

UK




  .48
2.27
3.38
4.09
4.76
  4.97
  5.09

France



5.00
5.00
   -
   -         -           -         -

USSR




 NA
5.00
7.10 11.34  11.86
12.23
12.10
Totals


5.48  12.27 12.10 19.40  25.64
28.60
28.62
Axis

Germany



4.52
5.76
  7.31
  8.41
  9.48
  9.42
  7.83
Italy 




1.74
2.34
  3.23
  3.81
  3.82
     -        -
Japan



NA    1.63      2.42
  2.84
  3.70
  5.38
  7.73

Totals


6.26
9.73
12.96
15.06
17.00
14.80
15.56
Ratios




Eastern Front

NA
 NA
   1.1
   1.5
   1.4
   1.9
    2.3


Western and Pacific

                Fronts


1.2
 0.7
   0.9
   1.1
   1.9
   1.9
    1.6

WAR PRODUCTION (000s, except for Major Naval Vessels




RIF
MP
MG
BG
MOR
  TK
AIR
NAV
Allies

USA



1542  651
662
188
  11.0
 27.0
24.9
1854

UK



 595 1438
284
106
  29.2
   8.0
17.7     239
USSR



4049 1506
356
127
230.0  24.4   21.7       19
Totals

6186 3596  1302
421
270.2  60.0
 64.3  2112
Axis

Germany


1370   232
117
  41
    9.8
   6.2
 11.6
 244


Italy 



   -
   -
  63        5 
    8.5    1.5     6.7    164   

Japan


  440       0
  71      13
    1.5    1.2     6.3      68

Totals

1810
232
251
  59
  19.8
   8.9   24.6
 476

Ratios



Overall


3.4
15.5
5.2
 7.1
  13.6
   6.7
  2.6
  4.4
   Eastern Front
  
4.4
  9.7
4.6
 4.7
  35.2
   5.9
  2.8
    -

   Western and Pacific
2.4
27.0
5.5
 9.2
    3.0
   7.5
  2.5
    -
           Fronts



Notes: 2/3 of German production in 1942 is assigned to the E. Front.  No Western Allied production sent to the USSR is counted there.  

RIF = rifles; MP = machines pistols; MG = machine guns; GUN = large artillery guns; MOR = mortars; TK = tanks; AIR = combat aircraft; NAV = major naval vessels

It is easy to conclude that the Axis powers had to win their respective conflicts in 1941 or 1942.  After that, they were simply overwhelmed by Allied demography and production.
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