THE EUROPEAN HOLOCAUST

· Some argue it resulted in what is probably the greatest single, conscientious, directed mass destruction of human beings in the history of the world.  That may not be true; however, there is no disputing the European Holocaust was one of the most disastrous episodes in human history.   
· There continue to be Holocaust deniers.   Web sites.  

holocaust-history.org

remember.org

· Journal of Historical Review (a revisionist journal)

· Noontide Press

· David Irving (Hitler didn=t know and didn=t order)

· Ernst Zündel

· Continuing new evidence, for example, of complicity of the Swiss and knowledge

of the U.S. and U.K.  
I.  Hitler and the Jews
A.  Hitler wrote and spoke against the Jews without respite from 1918 onward.     The                        following is from a speech that Hitler made on 13 August 1920 in Munich.

Work (for Jews) consisted once of plundering traveling caravans, and today

it consists of plundering indebted farmers, industrialists, middle-class

people, etc.  The forms did change, all right, but the principle remained the

same.  We do not call it work, but robbery.

B.  In Mein Kampf, he depicted Jews as parasites, bacilli, vampires, and communists.

Malefactors.

C.   He blamed Jews for the infamous WWI Astab in the back.@
D.   He wrote that the execution of 12,-15,000 Jews in WWI could have averted 

       million of deaths that occurred in vain as a result

E.   Note that anti-Semitism was common in Europe, especially in central and 

      Eastern Europe.   Interestingly enough, it might have been lower in Germany than

      elsewhere, for example, in Austria and Poland.  

F.   All of Hitler=s views were despite the fact that he had a German Jewish officer in

       WWI and despite the fact, as we have seen, that a variety of Jews had been of       

                  assistance to him during his time in Vienna and as a valued doctor for his mother.

G.   In any case, Hitler made anti-Semitism a part of the NSDAP party platform.

H.   On coming to power, he began to deprive Jews of their rights and even their

      citizenship.   Process began slowly, picked up momentum.   The Holocaust,

      per se, did not begin until after the beginning of the war in September 1939.

I.    See Daniel J. Goldhagen, Hitler=s Willing Executioners: Ordinary Germans and

the Holocaust (New York: Harper Collins, 1996).  Controversial.  Critics say he exaggerates, doesn=t cite contrary evidence.   Most professional historians are hard on him.   He is a political scientist.  In 2002, published a book highly critical of the R. Catholic church and the Pope during WW II re the Jews.

Theses: 1)
Nearly all Germans were at least somewhat anti-Semitic

 2)
Most Germans who had a chance participated

 3)
Many Germans appeared to enjoy their participation, as where

Men invited their wives to watch

 4)
The Holocaust is unique

II
1933-1939: Pre-War Nazi Germany
A.   First German concentration camps constructed immediately after 20 Jan. 1933.

Originally designed for political opponents such as communists, socialists, SD,

trade unionists, clergy, pacifists, etc.   Then, expanded to Jews, Gypsies, Poles,

Russians, and large scale extermination.

B.   Nuremberg Laws of September 1935
· Stripped German Jews of their citizenship

·  Intermarriage between Jews and others forbidden.  

·  Limited entry into the professions.

· Essentially codified the elimination of Jews from the civic or social life 

C.   This crude anti-Semitism drove 250,000 Jews out of Germany (half the total) prior

to 1939.  Some Jews did not leave because until 1939, Hitler did not

speak publicly of extermination of Jews.  Many believed that this would pass.   

This was particularly true of WWI vets, prominent scientists, authors, artists.

SIDEBAR

· By 1941, however, Hitler talked openly of it in his private circles.

· Publicly, however, he talked only of Aresettlement.@   

· Many Germans who were aware of what was going on blamed it all on

Himmler, Borman, etc.  Germans could see what was happening, but

most did nothing.

· In June 1943, Hitler privately noted that he had warned the Jews in 1939.

See Martin Gilbert, Auschwitz and the Allies.

D.   Kristallnacht:   Nov. 9-10, 1938

· Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels orchestrated this assault upon Jews

            and their assets after a German diplomat in Paris was killed by a distraught

German Jew whose parents the Germans had deported

· Some say this is when the Holocaust began.  Certainly, it was a crossing

of the Rubicon insofar as German participation was concerned and

international reactions

· 7,500 Jewish businesses looted and destroyed.  Synagogues burned.

· 100 Jews killed; 30,000 hauled off to concentration camps.

· Many ordinary Germans, without provocation, participated. 

· Led by SA men, with police watching without intervening.

· Then, German govt. insisted that Jews pay for the cleaning up

E.  20 Jan. 1939: Hitler stated if war came, it would result in A...the annihilation of the

Jewish race in Europe.@  

F.  15 March 1939: Germany annexes Bohemia and a AProtectorate@ is established under

Dr. Hans Frank.  Deportations begin.   This was first time that major deportations

occurred.  

G.  Only 100,000 had died or been exterminated prior to the invasion of Poland 

                     according to Olga Wormser.

III. 
Poland: Germany invades on 1 September 1939
A.   3.3 million Jews in Poland.  3.0 million eventually would die.

B.   Tens of thousands of immediate murders, executions.   Looting, ransacking.  

C.   In December 1939, the London Times announced Nazi plans to deport Jews from 

all over Europe into Eastern Poland near Lublin.   

· This notion was abandoned and instead local ghettos and concentration

camps were created.  

D.   Poland is the real beginning of the Holocaust

E.    Christopher R. Browning, Ordinary Men: Reserve Battalion 101 and the Final

Solution in Poland (New York: Harper Collins, 1992).

· Browning uses this police battalion as an example.   In fact, a majority of

the killing done in the east was done by police, not by the SS.

· Most of these 500+ individuals came from Hamburg.  They were interrogated after the war, and again in the 1960s.   

· They were older than average and many were considered to be too old for military service and instead were drafted into the Ordnungspolizei,

the Aorder police.@   

· Mean age in mid 30s.   Most came from lower middle class.

· All were Polizeibeamten and were active policemen originally; then, in

May 1941, the unit received younger draftees as well.

· They were occupation police who functioned as occupation troops in

most situations.  

· While Aordinary men,@ they committed huge and continuing atrocities

as a matter of daily routine.

· The battalion commander, Major Trapp, announced in 1942 that the

unit would take part in a mass killing by shooting.   Unit members should

remember, he said, what Jews had done to Germans, that they were supporting the partisans, and what was  happening at home (bombs, etc.) as a result.   But, anyone who wanted to bow out, could do so.  10-12 

men did choose not to participate.

IV.
CONCENTRATION CAMPS
A.   By Summer 1941, more than a dozen concentration camps existed along with 

literally hundreds of small labor camps around Europe.

B.    3 May 1941: Polish Govt. in Exile in London sent a note to all Allied govts. And

pointed out that thousands of Poles had been deported to concentration camps.

· Auschwitz, Oranienberg, Mauthausen, Dachau named.

· Appendix to the Note included details and eye witness testimony.

C.    Eventually, there would be 15 major camps and 900 smaller ones.

D.    Note:   In mid-March 1942, 75 to 80 percent of all victims of the Holocaust were

       still alive.   Only 20-25 percent dead.    A year later, these percents were

       reversed.   1942-1943, then, is the height of the Holocaust.

· The center of gravity was Poland.  

V.
ALLIED INDIFFERENCE
A.   As reports of German atrocities and extermination camps began to filter back to
the Allies, there initially was disbelief among many.
Couldn't be this bad.  Customary anti-Semitism. "Customary Jewish exaggeration."  July 41, the British Ministry of Information cautioned against extreme KZ stories in feeling of helplessness as well.
A Polish representative met with Anthony Eden, later to be P.M. in the 1950s.     Eden listened to the evidence and then said that in WW I, Britain had told stories about the Germans bayoneting babies, etc., and they weren=t true.   But, they were useful stories.  Now, he said, we are hearing the same things about the killing of Jews.


The same Polish representative met with U.S. Supreme Court Justice Felix Frankfurter, who was Jewish.   Frankfurter simply said, AI don=t believe you.@


Some said these were only deportations, which were terrible, but not exterminations.
Theresienstadt "model camp" set up by Nazi's.  The Germans invited the Red Cross and put on a show for them when they came.
B.   By Summer 1942, however, there was unmistakable evidence of the concentration camps.
        Eyewitness accounts of extermination at four camps:    Chelmno, Treblinka,    Sobibor, and Belzec.
  Auschwitz  did, not, however, became well known until June 44.  And, it was the 
                     largest camp.
Auschwitz among best known in the West because more individuals who were  confined here actually survived, even though 2.5 million died there.
C.    Further, Ultra intercepts clearly demonstrated what was going on.
        Recently released copies of intercepted German messages contain
        many such as the following:
       18 July 1941: In yesterday=s cleansing of Slonim, 1,153 Jewish
                              plunderers were shot.   Erich von dem Bach Zalewski.   
       This message was intercepted by the British and decoded within
       three days of its original transmission.
D.   On 24 August 1941, Churchill spoke on the radio and described
the most frightful cruelties...whole districts are being
eliminated.  Scores of thousandsCliterally scores of
thousandsBof executions in cold blood are being
perpetrated by the German police troops.
.   
E.     By Dec. 42, the Allies condemned "bestial crimes." What to do? 
 

Condemn.  They already had started to do this in 1942.


          By  late1941, then, British intelligence knew that the Germans were                                   systematically exterminating Jews and others.


On 17 December 1942, the British House of Commons formally rose in tribute to the memory of slaughtered Jews.


On the same day, a joint Allied declaration noted that the Germans were exterminating Jews.  This was published in Moscow.

On 19 December 1942, a prominent Soviet official published an article that noted specific locations where Jews were being exterminated.

Bomb.  In Summer 44, Allied policy makers were formally requested to bomb          Auschwitz and other camps.  Destroying the camps might have killed some inmates and might only have slowed things down, but it clearly would have made a difference.
         Churchill authorized a study to see how it could be done.   It did not happen.  "Too           costly in aircraft and pilots."  
This despite the fact that American bombers overflew Auschwitz and took pictures of it by Aug. 44. 
Michael Beschloss’s book, The Conquerors (New York: Simon and Schuster, 2002) argues that FDR personally made the decision not to bomb the concentration camps.  This is based upon the comments of John McCloy, who was Assistant Secretary of War at the time.

However, probably it was the Russians who had the greatest ability to bomb the concentration camps effectively.  (See Jeffrey Herf, “The Nazi Extermination Camps and the Ally to the East,” Kritika, 4 (Fall 2003), 913-30.

          Indeed, because of their proximity, the Soviets probably were better informed           about the Holocaust than the Western Allies.         
          After the Battle of Kursk in July 1943, the USSR advanced  and by December           1943, were within 250 miles of Chelmno and Sobibor, 300 miles from Belzec           and Maidanek, 400 miles from Treblinka, and 500 miles from Auschwitz.  

          The USSR produced more than 125,000 aircraft in WW II and 16,000 were              bombers. 11,4287 were Pe-2s, which had a range of 750 miles.  2,527 were              TU-2s, with a range of 1,300 miles.  These aircraft were available in 1943 and           1944.  The Soviets also had about 2,500 Western medium bombers such as               the B-25.    They did not ever choose to use them to bomb the camps even                though the USSR reports more than 3.1 million aircraft sorties, of which                   168,000 were said to be strategic bombing. 


          An estimated 435,000 Hungarian Jews died in Auschwitz in 1944 alone.

 F.     Nevertheless, several countries, including the USA, had a record of refusing refuge to Jewish refugees.    Usual rationale was that the refugees would inevitably contain spies, saboteurs.   “Ship of Fools" movie scenario.
         British attempted to keep Jewish refugees out of Palestine, both before and after the          war. 

None of the major countries showed much interest in actually doing something                  about the Holocaust.

        William D. Rubinstein, The Myth of Rescue, argues that no plan would
         have ever saved a single Jew.  Wouldn=t work.
                                       David Ben-Gurion, later to become P.M. of Israel, opposed bombing because it                would kill Jews and leave the rest open to violence and reprisal.
VII.   GERMAN INVASION OF THE USSR: 22 JUNE 1941
          A. Einsatzgruppen (Special Groups belonging to the SS)  followed the Wehrmacht into                the USSR.
· Army may have preferred this since they could Akeep their hands clean@ and say that they did not know anything about it
          B. Systematic murder of Russian Jews followed.  Adolf Eichman later estimated that 2.0                          million killed.   This is several hundred thousand more than Dawidowicz has                                       estimated. There may have been 5.0 million Jews in the USSR overall, plus another                            6.0 Jews in the rest of occupied Europe.  
          C.   November 1941.  Experimentation with gasing of inmates in special vans.
· 1,200 Jewish inmates at Buchenwald were classified as insane and  gassed as an experiment.
· Similar experiments at Chelmno in 1941.
        D.  6 January 1942: USSR formally charges that tens of thousands of Soviet citizens,                                   including Jews, were being killed and massacred.  
VI.  THE FINAL SOLUTION
            A.  20 January 1942:   SS Conference at Wannsee Lake, near Potsdam,        west of Berlin.
· Subject is the AFinal Solution of the Jewish Question,@ which was a euphemism          for the extermination of the Jews.
· 15 high ranking civil servants present.  Minutes kept.
· Thereafter, Heydrich announced an end of the emigration of Jews.   All Jews               capable of work  would work until they died(Vernichtung durch Arbeit).
· All others would be exterminated immediately.
B.    March 1942: SS formally given responsibility for the Kzs.
· The SS was nothing if not organized.   Actually  had charters and rules for 
     running the KZ camps.  For example, the rules specified that the ALength
     of work to be limitless@ with Ano breaks for rest.@    
· The SS originally ran three camps for its own   purposes, not necessarily                      connected to the Final Solution.  The three original SS Kzs were  Dachau (near          Munich), Buchenwald (near Weimar), and Sachsenhausen  (near Berlin).
· Das Totenkopf (the Adeath=s head@ brigades) started here.
· Ultimately, the SS would be running 900 camps attached to 15 centers.
· On 27 May 1942, Reinhard Heydrich, the head of the SD, was assassinated in             Czechoslavakia.  Lidice, a small town, picked out for reprisals.  
· 172 men above age 16 years were shot



· Women sent to Ravensbruck.

  
· Children sent to Germany for Germanization.
· Other reprisals were worse.   This one was publicized.   
C.   Some 85,000 prominent German Jews (scientists, WWI vets, etc.)  would be placed in special ghetto camps (Theresienstadt, for example).   High mortality expected there, but no extermination.
D.   Five major extermination sites established:   Treblinka, Maidanek, Sobibor, Belzec,                  Auschwitz.
· Auschwitz already established on 21 February 1940.   2.5 million would die                                  there.      Rudolph Hoess the Commandant..
· I.G. Farben established a synthetic petrol and rubber plant there and used slave
       labor.  Used Zyklon  B, an acid which produced gas and killed very efficiently.           Chambers that    held 2,000.   Selection on arrival at Auschwitz.
E.   27 March 1943: Himmler estimated that 60 percent of all Jews would have to be            eliminated because they could not work.


· AOne must not be sentimental in these matters.@   
· AIt=s a life and death struggle between the Aryan race and the Jewish               bacillus.@  
F.   The SS grew apace and gained people, power, resources.
 G.   In the background, was a struggle for people, power, and resources.  
· In early 1942, Gen. Keitel noted that Germany needed to add 2.0 to 2.5 million       soldiers each year.   But, only 1.0 million available.
· Hence, needed to comb factories, etc., for able bodied  men.
· Would replace these men with Gastarbeiteren and slave labor.
· Struggle between SS and others for manpower.   SS often won.
· Speer had a deal with Himmler that he would given Himmler 5% of all the arms       produced by SS slave labor.
H.  The Warsaw Ghetto
· Originally contained about 500,000 Jews.   Largest ghetto in Europe.
· Some slaughter and killings 1939-42.
· AResettlement@ began in July 1942.  6-7,000 Jews a day being shipped to Kzs.
· By end of September 1942, only 35,000 Jews left.  These generally were in war               industries.
· Attempts by the SS to reduce this number were met with opposition from Speer,              corporations.   They needed skilled  manpower.
· To this, Himmler said, everyone says they know a Adecent Jew@ who ought to be                               saved.
· Said Himmler:
To have stuck it out and at the same time remained
decent fellows, that is what has made us so hard.
This is a page of glory in our history which has never
been written and will never be written.
· January 1943: Remaining Jews began to resist  resettlement.   Sniper fire.                        Judenrat system broke down.



· Himmler therefore began to prepare for the total Destruction of the Warsaw                     Ghetto.   
2,100 SS men under Jürgen Stroop were to eliminate all   Jews in Warsaw.     Armed with tanks, flame throwers.    Met with strong, sometimes fanatical     resistance. Warsaw Jews had prepared Molotov cocktails, tunnels, sewers,      weapons.     This ended the notion that Jews were cowards.
Stroop kept meticulous records of his progress.  75 page report, leather bound.  Attack began on 13 April 1943 and ended on 16 May 1943.  7,000 Jews killed.  Remaining captured.  16 Germans died.   
H.   The Posen Conference: 4-6 October 1943
· Word began to leak out everywhere about the AFinal Solution.@   Himmler                          wanted to get  together party,   military people involved to force recognition                      and participation.
· At Posen, there was open and public talk about a plank in the platform of the                    NSDAP.    This people must disappear from the face of the earth.@
· So, all party and military people in attendance knew.  Speer said he left before                  these things were discussed.   This has since shown to be untrue.  


I.   Posen Speech: 26 January 1944
· Himmler announced that Asix million have been killed@ and was greeted by a                    storm of applause from the audience, which was composed of Wehrmacht                        officers.
J.   Immense Size of the Business/Industrial Side of the Holocaust
· By September 1944, there were:
                7.5 million foreign workers in Germany
                2.0 million POWs in Germany
· German corporations were participants and complicit
· Krupp, for example, had 190,000 workers.  70,000  were civilians from the east (mostly slave labor),   3,000 were POWs, and 5,000 had come directly
from Kzs.  Had three camps near Essen.   Krupp used 120,000 Russian prisoners at various locations throughout the war plus 45,000 civilian Russian slave laborers.
· I.G. Farben ultimately invested $250 million in facilities near Auschwitz.   
Paid the SS a small fee  for each worker.   Farben got this back if the worker
died or could not work. Farben kept its labor camps much like the SS.                      Kept good records.  Had 300,000 workers.
VII.   THE TOLL
            A.  Eugen Kogon, The Theory and Practice of Hell, estimates that 8.0 were detained in Kzs,                   or whom 7.5 million died.
             B.  Lucy Dawidowitz, The War Against the Jews, says that
                       5.93 million Jews died.  (Olga Wormser says 5-6 mill.)
             C.  In 12 years, only 200,000 set free.   
             D.  Lublin, Poland, was the first camp to be liberated.  
E. Auschwitz evacuated on 18 January 1945.  Below 0 F. in temperature.  Death march west.           
 F.  See Dawidowicz= table.
VIII.    WHO HELPED?
              A.  There are many heroic stories.
·   Schindler=s List.  Oskar Schindler, a manufacturer, hired Jews and kept them from         being exterminated.
·   Danes sent nearly every one of their 6,500 Jews to Sweden.
·   Finns saved all but 4 of 4,000, but they weren=t really occupied.
·   Roman Catholic Church resisted more than the Lutherans, Evangelicals.  
      B.  Arguably, there were only three significant public anti-Holocaust actions taken by              Germans in WW II.

1) Bishop Galen of Münster gave several strong sermons in 1941 against euthanasia and embarrassed the Nazis sufficiently that they reduced the program      dramatically.
Clemens August Graf von Galen, Bishop of Münster from 1933 until his death in 1946, is renowned for his opposition to Nazism, most notably for his public preaching in 1941 against Hitler’s euthanasia project to rid the country of sick, elderly, mentally retarded, and disabled Germans. But, perhaps he was  revisionist biographical study of von Galen views him from a a complex figure who moved between dissent and complicity during the Nazi regime, opposing certain elements of National Socialism while choosing to remain silent on issues concerning discrimination, deportation, and the murder of Jews.
2) The “White Rose” student group in Munich, 1942-1943 


By the summer of 1942, Hans Scholl and Alexander Schmorell were at the center of a close-knit group of friends who shared the same ideals and interests in medicine, music, art, theology and philosophy. They soon recognized their shared disgust for Adolf Hitler, the Third Reich and the Gestapo. Hans and Alex were soon joined by Christoph Probst (a level-headed, married soldier and father of three who was loved by everyone who knew him) and Willi Graf (another medical student and a devout Catholic who never joined the Hitler Youth and refused to acknowledge those who did). And there was Sophie, Hans Scholl's younger sister who joined Hans and his friends at the University to study biology and philosophy. These friends, sometimes joined by popular philosophy professor Kurt Huber, Jürgen Wittenstein and others, formed the heart of The White Rose.  
. 
Hans and Alex acted alone at first, writing and duplicating an editorial leaflet with the heading: [image: image1.png]


"Leaflets of The White Rose". The piece was scathing in its criticism of every-day Germans who sat back and did nothing to combat the Third Reich. The leaflet went on to suggest "passive resistance" as the best way to silently encourage the downfall of the "government". Three more leaflets quickly appeared, all with the same heading: "Leaflets of The White Rose". Each of these documents was more hard-hitting than the last, while more and more friends of Hans and Alex began to contribute. Two final leaflets appeared, one in January 1943 and the last around February 18th. These were headed "Leaflets of the Resistance".
It isn't certain why Hans and Sophie Scholl brought a suitcase full of leaflets to the University during the day on Thursday, February 18, 1943. Upon reaching the University, they passed Willi Graf and friend, Traute Lafrenz, who were leaving.  They made plans to meet later in the evening, never mentioning the leaflets in the case. Together, Hans and Sophie entered the deserted atrium which, in minutes, would be flooded with students exiting lectures and classes. They worked quickly, dropping stacks of Kurt Huber's leaflets throughout the corridors. With time running out, the brother and sister hurried outside to safety. Then they noticed there were still leaflets left in[image: image2.png]


 the suitcase. Deciding it would be silly not to leave the few extra documents, they returned to the atrium, climbed a grand marble staircase to the upper level of the hall and Sophie flung the last of the leaflets high into the air. Sophie herself explained it this way: "It was either high spirits or stupidity that made me throw 80 to 100 leaflets from the third floor of the university into the inner courtyard." The dozens of pieces of paper glided freely, landing in a shower at the feet of students who suddenly poured out of lecture halls into the atrium. And standing somewhere in the crowd was Jakob Schmidt, University handyman and Nazi party member, who saw Hans and Sophie with the leaflets. The police were called, the doors were locked, and Hans and Sophie apprehended and taken into Gestapo custody. By some accounts, Hans and Sophie had plenty of time and could easily have escaped before the Gestapo arrived.  Jakob Schmidt became a momentary Nazi hero and was cheered at rallies after the capture of White Rose members.

3)
The Rosenstrasse Protest, 1943 in Berlin
Rosenstrasse represents the little-attended-to story of the German women who rescued their husbands from deportation and death in early 1943. Swept up from their forced labor jobs in what was meant to be the Final Roundup in the national capital, 1700-2000 Jews, mostly men married to non-Jewish women, were separated from the 6000 other victims of the Gestapo and SS and herded into Rosenstrasse 2-4, a welfare office for the Jewish community in central Berlin. Because these Jews had German relatives, many of them highly connected, Adolf Eichmann hoped that segregating them from the others would convince family members that their loved ones were being sent to labor camps rather than to more ominous destinations in occupied Poland. Normally, those arrested remained in custody for two days before being loaded onto trains for the East. Before that could happen in this case, however, wives and other relatives got wind of what was happening and appeared at the Rosenstrasse address, first in ones and twos, and then in ever-growing numbers. Perhaps as many as six thousand participated in the protest, although not all at the same time. Women demanded back their husbands, day after day, for a week. Unarmed, unorganized, and leaderless, they faced down the most brutal forces at the disposal of the Third Reich. Goebbels, Gauleiter of Berlin and anxious to have it racially cleansed, was also in charge of the nation's public morale. On both counts he was worried about the possible repercussions of the women's actions. Rather than inviting more open dissent by shooting the women down in the streets and fearful of jeopardizing the secrecy of the Final Solution, Goebbels with Hitler's concurrence released the Rosenstrasse prisoners and also ordered the return of twenty-five of them already sent to Auschwitz. To both men, the decision was a mere postponement of the inevitable. But they were mistaken. Almost all of those released survived the war. The women won an astonishing victory over the forces of destruction. 

Excerpt from Richard S. Levy's review of Nathan Stolfuss' book Resistance of the Heart: Intermarriage and the Rosenstrasse Protest in Nazi Germany.Copyright � 1997 by H-Net, all rights reserved. 

Or, perhaps, others argue, these men were not going to be deported immediately anyway.  
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