LONDON SUBMARINE PROTOCOL OF 1936

· International Law (the “Prize Ordinance”) stipulated that a submarine must surface before it could halt and examine a merchant ship.  Then, if it were entitled to sink the ship because it was carrying contraband, it had to ensure the crew’s safety---provide lifeboats or take them on-board (virtually impossible for any submarine). Only if the merchant ship were escorted, or if they resisted, could the submarine fire without warning. 

· If followed, this Law would seriously reduce the effectiveness of submarines and that was the intention of the British and French intention.  The British, in particular, were not very interested in submarines at this point, thinking that convoys and escorts would be able to conquer submarines.  This is a lesson they drew (incorrectly) from WW I.

· Ultimately, this Law was ignored by all (Germany, Britain, USA, USSR, Japan, etc.). 

