English 325: Introduction to Rhetorical Studies

Rhetorical Principles Table

Rhetorician/Theorist: Kenneth Burke
	Principles
	What the Rhetorician Says

· provide paraphrases and/or quotations

· identify as theory or example

· provide page numbers
	What the Theory Mean to You

· Rewrite the points from the previous column in your own words so that they make sense to you. 

· Explain why this is a good example of the principle

	Ethos (appeal to reputation, rhetor)
	I would have no grounds to discuss the truth or falsity of theological doctrines as such.  But I do feel entitled to discuss them with regard t their nature merely as language (page 47).

	Here the author tells us he has studied both rhetoric and religion and that his expertise is more in analyzing the human use of symbols than in arguing for or against a specific religious point of view.


	
	Bowlby adopted a much more social point of view.  His terms were explicitly designed to study infantile responses that involved the mother in a reciprocal relationship to the child.  (page 49)

	Addresses the author’s point of view and reason for doing the work being discussed

	
	We must use terministic screens, since we can’t say anything without the use of terms; whatever terms we use, they necessarily constitute a corresponding kind of screen; and any such screen necessarily directs the attention to one field rather than another.  (page 50)

	It is important that the rhetor recognize the bias implicit in his life experience and his choice of language.

	Pathos (appeal to emotion, audience)
	“Or the power of language to define and describe may be viewed as derivative; and its essential function may be treated as attitudinal or hortatory; attitudinal as with expressions of complaint, fear, gratitude, and such; hortatory as with commands or requests, or, in general, an instrument developed through its use in the social processes of cooperation and competition.” (p. 44)
	Burke wants the reader to understand what  strong ability language has and that language gets its strength from the process of words forming from an earlier etymological origin. Language has the capacity to allow individuals to express feelings that show displeasure or annoyance, feelings of being afraid and feelings of thankful appreciation.

	
	By so directing the intention,” they could have their duel without having transgressed the church’s thou-shalt-not’s against dueling.  For it is perfectly proper to go for a walk; and in case one encountered an enemy bent on murder, it was perfectly proper to protect oneself by shooting in self-defense. (p.45)
	Burke is describing an account of the Jesuits who didn’t want to harbor bad feelings of guilt for disobeying the beliefs of the church, so they redirected their intention.  Their true desire was to have duels, but since dueling was against the beliefs of the church they redirected their intention by going for an innocent walk with their weapons by their side, just in case they needed them. 

	Style (presentation of communication)

	“The ultimate origins of language seem to me as mysterious as the origins of the universe itself.” (p. 44)


	The beginnings of language, according to Burke, are so mysterious that the origins can probably never be explained.  Burke’s style is eloquent and somewhat ornate in this sentence.  The depth of the statement captures the tone of most of paper.



	
	“Must we resign ourselves to an endless catalogue of terministic screens, each of which can be valued for the light it throws upon the human animal, yet none of which can be considered central?” 


	Burke is almost using a poetic style here; however, he is clearly speaking of many opinions and worldviews.



	Arrangement (how to structure)
	If you want to operate, like a theologian, with a terminology that includes God as its key term, the only sure way to do so is to put in the term and that’s that.  The Bible solves the problem by putting God into the first sentence and from this initial move many implications necessarily follow.  (page 46)
	The introduction of the concept of God as fact at the very beginning of the Bible allowed the writers to proceed immediately to build arguments that presume God’s existence.

	
	Believe that you may understand…That is, if one begins with faith, which must be taken on authority, one can work out a rationale based on this faith.  But the faith must precede the rationale.  (page 47) 

	In building an argument, it is necessary to state the “assumed truths” at the start of the argument.

	
	The human animal, as we know it, emerges into personality by first mastering whatever tribal speech happens to be its particular symbolic environment.  

(page 53)       
                                                     
	The natural order or arrangement of things in human development is that the basics of one’s communication symbols must be mastered before creative thought is possible.

	Delivery (message transmission)
	“When I speak of “terministic screens” I have particularly in mind some photographs I once saw. They were different photographs of the same objects, the difference being that they were made with different color filters. Here something so “factual” as a photograph revealed notable distinctions in texture, and even in form, depending upon which color filter was used for the documentary description of the event being recorded.” (p. 45, para 5).  Theory.
	Burke explains his reasoning behind his phrase “terministic screens” by showing how a photograph, even though it is a picture of the same object, can look different through the use of filters. His use of a textual delivery is more convincing than if it were given as a speech. When attempting to teach, it is more effective to appeal to the reader’s logic by using text as the delivery.

	Logos (appeal to logic)
	“Basically, there are two kinds of terms: terms that put things together, and terms that take things apart. Otherwise put, A can feel himself identified with B, or he can think of himself as disassociated from B. Carried into mathematics, some systems stress the principle of continuity, some the principle of discontinuity, or particles.” ( p. 49, para  5).  Theory.
	Burke effectively uses logic to bring his audience to the conclusion that he desires by reasoning that there are two terms, A and B, which are used to identify the principle of continuity and discontinuity. He also uses the field of mathematics to restate the principle of continuity/discontinuity. This strengthens his logical argument. 

	
	“His [Darwin] terministic screen so stressed the principle of continuity here that he could view the principle of discontinuity only as a case of human self-flattery.  Yet, logology would point out: We can distinguish man from other animals, without necessarily being over-haughty. For what other animals have yellow journalism, corrupt politics, chemical, and bacteriological war? I think we can consider ourselves different in kind from the other animals, without necessarily being overproud of our distinction.”  (p. 50, para 4). Example. 

	By asking his audience questions, Burke is able to bring  his audience to the logical conclusion that he desires, which is that mankind can be considered different from animals, contrary to Darwin’s thinking, without disrupting the principles of continuity/discontinuity.

	
	And even when the “game” hypothetically reduces most of the players to terms of mere pawns, we can feel sure in advance that, if the “game” does not make proper allowances for the “human equation,” the conclusions when tested will prove wrong.  (p. 54, para 1). Theory.
	Burke makes the argument that the human aspect must be considered, even in playing games or else the conclusions will be incorrect. If the logic is flawed, the conclusions will be wrong.  

	Invention (creation of knowledge)                    


	The scientistic approach culminates in the kinds of speculation we associate with symbolic logic, while the dramatistic culminates in the kinds of speculation that find their handiest material in stories, plays, poems, the rhetoric of oratory and advertising, mythologies, theologies and philosophies (page 45)
	Man’s frame of reference in the terms he uses determines the way in which communication is interpreted to become knowledge.

	
	Any nomenclature necessarily directs the attention into some channels rather than others.  (page 45)
	The words and symbols we use not only communicate the idea, they shape the idea.

	
	Similarly, a man has a dream.  He reports his dream to a Freudian analyst, or a Jungian, or an Adlerian, or to a practitioner of some other school.  In each case we might say the “same” dream will be subjected to a different color filter with the corresponding differences in the nature of the event as perceived, recorded and interpreted.  (page 45-46)
	A person’s background, training and personal experience color their view of an event and determine what knowledge they will gain from that event.

	
	In brief, much that we take as observations about “reality” may be but the spinning out of possibilities implicit in our particular choice of terms.  (page 46)
	Again the author is reinforcing the concept that choice of terms and the cultural experience we associate with those terms determine the knowledge we take from an experience.

	
	All three terminologies (Watson’s, Bowlby’s, Augustine’s) directed the attention differently and thus led to a correspondingly different quality of observations.  In brief, “behavior” isn’t something that you need but observe; even something so “objectively there” as behavior must be observed through one or another kind of terministic screen, that directs the attention in keeping with its nature.  (page 49)
	Watson, Bowlby and Augustine described similar behaviors but communicated different conclusions about the behaviors using different terms to direct the attention of the reader toward different experiences.

	
	Often this shows up as a distinction between  terministic screens positing differences of degree and those based on differences of kind.  (page 50)
	Humans absorb knowledge through structured communication.  The way in which the communication is structured affects the new knowledge.




