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COMM 412

Summer 06

Case Study Papers

Instructions

The textbook, Case Studies in Interpersonal Communication, edited by Braithwaite and Wood (2000) contains twenty-nine case studies that pertain to various facets of interpersonal communication. Over the duration of the course you are asked to read a total of five cases and write a total of five case papers (each not more than two pages).

Each week (typically on Fridays, but see the course calendar) you are read one case from the list of cases that are up for discussion that week (see the course calendar) and submit a case paper for one of those cases. For example, on IPC case day #1, cases 1-6 are up for discussion. This week you would select one of these cases, read it, and prepare a paper to submit as follows.

Paper Content

1. Select THREE questions that appear at the end of each case. Retype each question and respond to each question.

2. Then write a one-paragraph statement telling the reader how you might use what you have learned from the case to help better your own interpersonal relationships.

3. Be sure that your responses address what is asked in each question, are clear, and substantive (i.e., show that you have thought about the question and have read the case).   

Paper Format

· No title page needed. 

· Double-space all lines.

· Insert a running head in the following format: 

IPC Case Paper #1—Your name _ _ _ _ _#. 

For example, see the running head in this assignment instructions sheet (above). There are five spaces between the last letter in your name and the page number.

· Center the title IPC Case Paper #1, subtitle the BX case #, your name, and date at the top of the page:

IPC Case Paper #1:

BW Case #3

Chatty T. Chat

06/06/06

· Insert a level 1 heading: Question 1

· Then retype the first question you choose to address and respond to it. Follow this by two more questions. 

· Insert a level 1 heading: Applying the Case.

· Then closing the paper relaying how the case can apply to you as you seek to better your relationships.

· Do not exceed TWO pages.

· Use your very best writing. 

Here is an example of the general format for each case paper:

IPC Case Paper #1:

BW Case #3

Chatty T. Chat

06/06/06

Question 1


Retype the first question that you chose for a response as the first sentence of the paragraph. Then record your answer to the question. This might take a paragraph or two. 

Question 2

Retype the question. Record your answer to the question. This may take a paragraph or two. 

Question 3

Retype the question. Record your answer to the question. This may take a paragraph or two. 

Applying the Case


Close the paper by telling the reader how this particular case might be of value as you seek to improve your communication in your personal and social relationships. Be sure that you do not exceed the two-page limit. This means that you will need to plan your earlier responses to be sure that enough space is left for this section.

Case Paper Grading Criteria

· Does the case paper follow the format as prescribed (above)?

· Does the case paper contain all the requested elements (three questions, three responses, closing application paragraph)?

· To what extent does each response to the chosen questions in the case paper address the main idea of each question (fully, partially, somewhat, not at all)?

· Is the case paper free of grammatical and spelling errors?

· If grammatical and spelling errors are noted, how many and of what kinds are they? 

Given this is a writing intensive class in order to meet the standards the assignment must contain few, if any, grammatical and spelling errors as well as be substantive and thoughtful. 

