Interpersonal Communication (COMM 412) 

IPC Topics Paper

Instructions

This assignment focuses on selecting a tropic of relevance to interpersonal communication, reading at least one article about it, and transcribing and analyzing conversation about the topic with another individual. Among the goals of the assignment are to learn more about the features of conversation, improve your ability to track/analyze details in the conversation, and to examine various aspects of conversation that are theoretically important to the management of interpersonal relationships. The total page-length is not more than 7 pages (not including a mini- transcript and reference page) and the paper must be formatted in APA style.

Topic


Select a topic that has been covered in course readings or from outside the class that pertains to interpersonal communication. Check with the instructor to make sure that it relates to interpersonal communication. 

Reading


Locate and read at least one academic journal article about your topic. Note: Academic journals are different from magazines, trade publications, and so on. They are typically found in research libraries such as ODU’s. I suggest that you use the Communication journal index located at www.cios.org to locate q citation for an article, then use the ODU library to obtain a hard copy.

Conversation

Obtaining a conversation sample

1. Select a familiar person for a conversation about the general topic of your article(s). It can be anyone of your choosing.

2. Request his/her permission to have a short conversation and to audio tape the conversation. Inform him/her that you will not reveal his/her name in the transcripts and that you will destroy the tape after you completed the exercise. 

3. The conversation should be at least 10 minutes in length. 

4. The conversation should focus on the general topic of the article(s). It can head anywhere you’d like, however you may opt to create a few questions to direct the conversation. 

5. At the end of the conversation spend 2-3 minutes assessing the conversation: Where you satisfied? Was your partner?  Why? Why not? What might have been done to improve the conversation? What problems, if any were noticed? 

Transcription

6. Choose a 2-minute segment of the conversation to transcribe (about 1-2 pages). Copy down all that was said and by whom. Use only initials to indicate who is saying what, or use pseudonyms. In the body of the paper you will need to describe why you choose this particular segment (e.g., if was most animated, we were handling a disagreement, etc.). 

Write Up

Content

· In your own words summarize the journal article. Be sure to include enough detail about the questions asked and results/conclusions. 

· Follow this by summarizing what you learned about the topic from your conversation as well as what might be learned about the relationship from how the conversation was managed.

· Summarize what might be learned from reading your transcript. What can be seen in the transcript that might otherwise go unnoticed?  

· Conclude the paper by relaying what you learned about the topic from reading the article and examining a conversation about the topic.

Sample Outline

I. Introduction

II. Summary of Article

III. Summary of Conversation

IV. Lessons Learned from Reading and Conversation

V. References

VI. Appendix A: Transcript of Conversation.

Paper Format

Follow the APA Publications Manual (5th ed) to format your paper and your References. See the course resources Web page for a modified guide to APA style, or obtain a copy of the APA manual (5th ed.).

Grading Criteria

· Does the paper contain all the required elements?

· Does the paper follow APA guidelines for format and references?

· To what extent does the paper show understanding of the content of the journal article?

· Is a 2-page transcript included as an appendix?

· To what extent does the conversation add to understanding the materials in the journal article?

· Does the paper reflect on what was learned about the relationship with the person as well as about the topic of conversation?

· Is the paper well written?

· Are all outside sources used in the paper properly cited?

