ENGL 477u/577 Language, Gender and Power

Fall 2010 BAL 2067 Wednesday 4:20-7:00tc \l1 "Fall 2004 BAL 232 T 4:20-7:00
Course description: This interdisciplinary course explores how language reflects and interacts with society, with a particular emphasis on gender construction by members of the society through their use of language. Although the main focus will be on language and gender, we will also examine how language depicts other underrepresented groups. 

 Instructor: Dr. Janet Bing

Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 2:15-3:00 

E-mail:  jbing@odu.edu


Tuesday 3:00-4:00 and by appointment. 

Office: 5030 BAL Phone: 683-4030


(Feel free to drop by at other times.)

Required Readings: 

Undergraduates:

 1.   Bing, Janet (ed.) Readings The readings on Blackboard are central to the course and are available to ODU students on Blackboard. Undergraduates: Please note that a few readings are required only for the graduate students, but feel free to read them (and refer to them in your essays and test questions for extra credit). The readings for graduate students are labeled.

2. Crawford, Mary.  Talking Difference. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications, 1995.

3. Elgin, Suzette. Native Tongue. New York: The Feminist Press, 2000. (NT) Do not wait until the end of the semester to get this book because it may be difficult to get on short notice.

Please note: The primary source of information for this course is language, and all types of language will be studied, including taboo language (dirty words), offensive jokes and language not commonly used in polite society.  In addition, students will examine the language of violence and religion.  Most students understand the distinction between studying language and using language and can discuss viewpoints they find offensive and disagree with, but those who find such subjects uncomfortable should probably not take this course.   

Blackboard and student E-mail.  You must have an Old Dominion University Student Midas account to access Blackboard. If you do not have a Midas account, you can request one at https://midas.odu.edu. ODU’s Blackboard web site may also be reached through the university homepage (http://www.odu.edu); click on Current Students and click on Blackboard, or go directly to: http://blackboard.odu.edu/. You must also have an ODU email account so that your messages do not go into my spam trap and so that I can contact you outside of class. To request an ODU email account go to: http://season.odu.edu/. I will not use other email addresses to contact you during the semester so do not send me materials from non-ODU accounts.  When you send me an E-mail, you need to use a subject line, include a message, sign your name, and be sure to attach the proper documents. If you send an E-mail from a personal account with no subject line, I will probably not receive it.

Course Goals: The primary goal of the course is for students to be able to analyze different types of language using use a number of different methods and approaches such as framing and categorization.  In addition, students will examine their own assumptions and beliefs about language and will be asked to demonstrate how their personal experience is similar to or different from the experience of many of the writers in this course.

Course Requirements:
-Reading: Students are expected to do all of the assigned reading for this class, including introductions to the units. If there is a problem with any of the readings (such as missing pages, poor quality, etc.), please let me know as soon as possible. If students want additional discussion of readings or additional help in interpreting the more scholarly readings, it is important to ask for a summary, clarification or further discussion. The expectation is that everyone has read the material and has come to class ready to discuss it. Think about the questions at the end of the units before coming to class.  Some of these (and the questions posted on Blackboard) will show up as essay questions on the exams. 

Graduate students: Graduate students will do all the reading assigned for undergraduates, plus a few assignments marked in the Readings marked for graduate students.  Graduate students will also be assigned to choose and/or provide thought-provoking discussion questions for the readings; these will be posted on the discussion board; these postings are due on Mondays at 12:00 noon before the following Wednesday class.  Graduate students will also do a term paper on the topic of language and gender.  Please meet with me before October 13 to discuss your paper even if (especially if) you are having difficulty finding a topic that interests you.  Bring a bibliography, if that is appropriate.

On-line discussions: You will participate in on-line discussions in response to the questions posted by the graduate students. All students are responsible for at least one weekly posting. Your responses are due Wednesday (the day of the class) at 12 noon.

-Essays and Essay portfolio: Each student will be required to write and hand in four essays (2-4 pages) on a topic to be assigned for three of the essays. Students should date and number each entry (Your name: Essay 1, date) and submit the essays with hard copy in class unless there are links to multimedia.  (If you submit by E-mail, the label of the submission should be your name and the number of the essay.  For example, if I were submitting, the subject line would be “Bing, Essay 1”) Each essay should respond to the assignments below and have a title; citations from other sources are appropriate, but not required. If you cite another work, follow MLA or some other standard guideline.  In most cases, essays should average around 500 words (two pages double spaced), but some subjects will require more and some less.

Essay 1 due 9/22.  Write a critique of some piece of popular culture in terms of gender/race/sexuality.  Some possible choices: advertisements, cartoons, videos, children’s stories, textbooks, cartoons, video games, computer games, etc.  Remember, you can discuss examples that break stereotypes, are non-sexist and racist as well as sexist, racist or homophobic examples.  There are some suggested topics on Blackboard.

Essay 2 due 10/13.  Select a joke with all male characters and change it so that all the characters are female.  Ideally, the new joke should also be funny, but if this is not possible, explain what stereotypes and aspects of culture make the joke impossible to ‘translate.’  Be sure to discuss the technique that explains why the joke is funny.  For example, is it the result of a frame shift, a blended space, or some other technique?

Essay 3 due 11/3.  This essay can be on a topic of your choice based on the topics and readings for this course.  This essay may be a personal narrative or any other type of essay.

Essay 4 due 12/1.  “Leaving your comfort zone.”  In this essay, you should describe something that you have done that you would not have done if you had not taken this class.  This could be speaking up when someone says something sexist, racist, or homophobic.  It might be an incident in which you violate gender expectations. It could be a report on service learning you do.  It could be a letter to the editor or a YouTube video you have made.  Use your imagination.  You must make an appointment with me before October 22 in order to discuss your proposed project.

--Tests: There will be a midterm and a final exam.  Tests will include both essay and objective questions.
--Graduate Student Papers: graduate students will write a 10-15 page paper on any subject relevant to language and gender, language and race, or language and sexual orientation. Ideally, the paper will be based on one or more of the approaches introduced in class such as framing, categorization, discourse analysis, critical discourse analysis, or a survey. The paper must have a thesis and may be an extension of one or more of the five essays. If you are interested in a particular topic, you can read ahead and write an essay on that topic before the rest of the class reads that article or group of articles. A preliminary bibliography will be asked for early in the course to allow students to discover what resources are available.  Students who have any doubt about whether or not their paper topic is appropriate or who have difficulty deciding on a topic should talk to the instructor. Notice that the common factor of all the papers will be language and how it reflects or influences our lives.
-- --Graduate Student Oral Reports: Near the end of the semester, graduate students will give interesting 10-15 minute presentations on the subject researched for the term paper.  Their participation grade will be based on this presentation, on the questions chosen for discussion on the Discussion Board, and on class participation.  Dates for oral reports and discussion questions will be assigned randomly.

Grading:










Midterm

15 %




Participation 
    
15 %       

Grads Oral report
 8%   (Part of participation grade)
4 Essays

40 %   


Grads Discussion Ques.  4%  (Part of participation grade) 
Discussion board
10 % 

Final exam

 20 %

Class Guidelines: 

1.  Participation.  Students and professors learn best when actively involved in the classroom, and there are many ways to participate including:

  -attending all classes (you may miss one class without penalty so save it in case you have an emergency) 

   -having done the reading and homework on time

   -participating actively and honestly in small group discussions (leaving early will hurt your grade)

  - actively participating in the discussions on Blackboard (on the Discussion Board) 

  - reporting or announcing outside activities relevant to the course on the Discussion Board under the topic “Activities.”

  - responding maturely to comments or questions by other students

  - consulting with or giving feedback to the professor in person, by E-mail or by telephone

   -notifying the professor if there are problems with the readings

   -being able to maturely disagree with the instructor or classmates on the issues raised

2.  Form: All essays and major assignments should be typed. 

3.  Late work is accepted for up to one week if there is a legitimate excuse (illness and death are legitimate, but trips to the Bahamas are not), but students cannot be sure of feedback on any test or assignment that is not handed in on time.  Tests or assignments made up for an excused absence will probably not be graded until the end of the course. (I often file late papers and decide at the end of the semester whether to grade them or count them.)  Late tests and papers are usually not returned to students. 

4. Please turn off your cell phones unless you have prior permission (as in the case of a sick child), and in these cases, put it on vibrate and leave the room to answer any calls.  Please do your eating and drinking during the class breaks. If you take notes on a laptop, do not text your friends, read your E-mail or Facebook during class. 
5. I prefer not to give grades of Incomplete and, in cases where an incomplete is permitted, I rarely give a course grade higher than B.

6. Grades will be available throughout the semester on Blackboard and final grades will be available on LEO. 

7. One conference is required, and I am happy to meet students for any reason, so feel free to make appointments at times other than my office hours. Call or E-mail for an appointment (jbing@odu.edu).  If you would like help with course content or would benefit from improved study skills, I would be happy to sit down with you for one-on-one discussion or to show you various strategies for critical reading, note taking, and exam preparation. Students should consult with me early in the semester if the material seems too extensive or difficult.

9. Please bring extra paper to tests for essay questions.  It is not necessary to bring a blue book.

10. Special Needs: If there is any student who has special needs because of documented learning disabilities or other disabilities, please discuss these needs with me and contact Disability Services at 757-683-4655 or http://studentaffairs.odu.edu/disabilityservices/ for assistance. ODU policy requires that you provide me with official documentation of allowed accommodations.

11. ODU Honor Pledge: By enrolling in this course you agree to the University’s honor code in all work you produce. The following honor pledge applies to all exams and work done in this course:

“I pledge to support the Honor System of Old Dominion University. I will refrain from any form of academic dishonesty or deception, such as cheating or plagiarism. I am aware that as a member of the academic community, it is my responsibility to turn in all suspected violators of the Honor System. I will report to an Honor Council hearing if summoned.”

I support the honor system and reserve the right to fail for the entire course any student who violates it. Good guides to documentation can be found on the web. There are good links on the Writing Tutorial web site: http://al.odu.edu/wts/ or at http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/.  

12. Course evaluations.  Before the last week of classes, please complete your on-line evaluation of this course by going to the ODU web page, (click on) Current Students and (click on) Course Evaluations. You may also access the evaluation system at: http://www.odu.edu/evals. 

Tentative schedule. The following assignments will be due on the dates indicated unless changes are announced in class and on Blackboard.     

Class 1. (9/1) Introduction to the field of language and gender, overview of the course, possible topics for papers.  Small group discussion questions: 

1.  Why do people use the word gender when they are referring to sex? 
2.  How do children gain their ideas about the appropriate behaviors for males and females?

3. What do animal (chick, alpha male) and food (peach, beefsteak) words used to address and describe men and women reveal? Are the words for males and females parallel? 

4. In what way do forms of address indicate the relative importance of different people?  For example, what do first names, titles, and words like sir and little lady reveal?  When are terms such as honey and dear friendly and when are they a "put‑down"? 

5. Why do some of the following words have good connotations and others do not? master/mistress, seminal/hysterical, bachelor/spinster. Please remember that when you refer to words as words (and not as what they mean) you put them in italics or underline them. 

Class 2 (9/8) Essentialism and dichotomy.  Assignment: Read Chapter 1 in Crawford and all of Unit I, “Essentialism and dichotomy” in the Readings, which are in “Course Documents” on Blackboard. Please contact me if you have difficulty finding or accessing the readings on Blackboard.

Class 3 (9/15) Education and Socialization. Read Chapter 2 in Crawford and Unit II in the Readings, “Can Language be Sexist?” 
Class 4 (9/22) The Media: Public Wisdom.  Readings Unit III. Essay 1 due.  Write a critique of some piece of popular culture in terms of gender/race/sexuality.  Some possible choices: advertisements, cartoons, videos, children’s stories, textbooks, cartoons, video games, computer games, etc.  Remember, you can cite examples that break stereotypes, are non-sexist and racist as well as sexist, racist or homophobic examples.  There are some suggested topics on the web page.

Class 5 (9/29) Talking and Laughing in Public. Read Crawford, Chapter 5 and Readings, Unit 4. 

Class 6. (10/6)  Language and Reality. Readings, Unit 5.
Class 7. (10/13) Who Defines?  Chapter 3 in Crawford, and Readings, Unit 6. Essay 2 due. Select a joke with all male characters and change it so that all the characters are female.  Ideally, the new joke should also be funny, but if this is not possible, explain what stereotypes and aspects of culture make the joke impossible to ‘translate.’  Be sure to discuss the technique that explains why the joke is funny.  For example, is it the result of a frame shift, a blended space, or some other technique?

Class 8.  (10/20). Midterm.  There is a review sheet on Blackboard.  The exam will consist of both objective and essay questions. 

Class 9. (10/27) The Language of Violence. Readings, Unit 7 and Crawford, Chapter 4.  Deadline for individual conference on Essay 4.

Class 10. (11/3) The Language of Religion.  Readings Unit 8. Read Native Tongue Chapters. 1-11.  Essay 3 due.  This essay can be on a topic of your choice based on the topics and readings for this course.  This essay may be a personal narrative.

Class 11. (11/10) Stereotypes. Native Tongue, Chapters 12-18. Readings, Unit 9.  Graduate student presentations begin.   Graduate student presentations begin. Graduate Student Term papers due.  (Those doing presentations on 11/10 will have their papers due on 11/17.)

Class 12. (11/17) Interaction at Home and at Work.  Finish Native Tongue. Readings, Unit 10.  Graduate student presentations. 

Class 13.  (12/1) Domination and Subordination.  Graduate presentations.  Essay 4 due.  “Leaving your comfort zone.”  In this essay, you should describe something that you have done that you would not have done if you had not taken this class.  This could be speaking up when someone says something sexist, racist, or homophobic.  It might be an incident in which you violate gender expectations. It could be a report on service learning you do.  It could be a letter to the editor or a YouTube video you have made.  Use your imagination.  You must make an appointment with me before October 22 in order to discuss your project.

Class 14  (12/8) Speaking Out.  Graduate presentations.

Final exam:   (12/15) The final exam will be cumulative, but more emphasis will be placed on the readings since the midterm.

