English 325




Syllabus


Fall 2006


Instructor: Julia Romberger 

Office phone: 683-4012

Office: 203 BAL


Office hours: t | w  3 – 4:30 & by appt.

Email: jromberg@odu.edu
Course Page: http://www.odu.edu/~jromberg/325fa06/

Course basics

Description

English 325 has been designed to facilitate students' understanding of rhetorical theory, especially as it applies to disciplinary communication. As we study rhetorical concepts, we will examine the complexities of different theorists' approach to rhetoric and the nuances of the different theories. Likewise you will understand how rhetoric has been and can be used to persuade, inform, and form community. By the end of the semester you should be able to confidently analyze the texts that you read and understand how you are generating desired outcomes for the texts you compose. 

In this course you will learn... 

· the history and complexity of "rhetoric" 

· the application of rhetoric to certain English Studies fields 

· rhetoric's relation to discourse communities 

· rhetoric's relation to the creation of knowledge 

· how to analyze other's use of language 

· how to be deliberate in your own use of language 

Prerequisites

To best fulfill these goals, the prerequisites for English 325 include the 6-hour General Education composition requirement.

Required Materials

Aristotle, On Rhetoric: A Theory of Civic Discourse. Trans. George Kennedy. 2nd edition ISBN: 0195305094. (Note: the first edition is also acceptable.)

Electronic readings – available through Blackboard

During the semester, you'll need frequent access to the Internet (including email and WWW). If you have a computer at home, you'll be responsible for configuring your system to access course materials and participate in online discussions and other work. (Your Internet Service Provider should be able to help you configure your system.) You are also required to check your subscription to and participate on a course mailing list through Blackboard. 

Policies

Technology Requirements 

In order to participate fully in the course, you should be able to use the technology platform and applications listed below.  

· Microsoft Office--particularly Word and PowerPoint 

· Netscape Communicator or other browser

· Blackboard

Project Management 

Because the exchange of information and materials in this class will be electronic, familiarity with certain technologies is crucial for participation and success in the course. If you need any assistance now or at any point during the semester, please do not hesitate to ask. Thus, you should be able to attend to the responsibilities in the list below. 

· Have access to your ODU email account and Blackboard account 

· Have access to a version of Microsoft Word with the ability to see and edit comments

· Set up your @odu.edu email address. You must use this account because other types of accounts (e.g. hotmail, yahoo, etc.) have been known to cause file transfer difficulty. You are also responsible for keeping information sent to this account confidential to comply with FERPA regulations. (In other words, do not share this account.) This is also the account Blackboard uses. YOU are responsible for the transfer of messages and documents to your instructor and classmates. Make backups and save copies.

· Send and receive email attachments via Blackboard or ODU Webmail. 

· Important note, all emails sent to me must have Engl 325 and the NAME of the ASSIGNMENT (if attached) in the SUBJECT LINE of the email message. I WILL NOT accept emails that fail to have this subject line. 

· Check the course calendar before the beginning of each class. It will be updated weekly. You are responsible for keeping track of the dates that materials will be due. 

· To facilitate group work and management of class files, documents exchanged electronically must contain an underscore followed by your initials and the version number at the end of the file name just before the extension. (e.g. project_jer1.doc) I will not accept documents that don’t comply with this rule.

· Become more proficient with unfamiliar computer technologies and applications. 

· Maintain back-up copies of all assignments via your home directory, disks, and/or email attachments to yourself. You are responsible for making certain that the instructor and the members of your project team get usable electronic copies of documents. If you are using a program other than MSWord, please use the rich text format (.rtf) for saving and distributing documents.

Collaborative Work 

Collaborative work is a required component of our course. You and your team members are responsible for updating one another and me about assignment development and progress. In addition, you also are responsible for negotiating together all aspects of your work including planning, drafting, revising, file management, and scheduling of assignments. 

Attendance & Punctuality 

Attendance and preparation are required at all scheduled meetings. More than two absences will result in a failing grade for the course. Please note that no distinction is made in this course between excused or unexcused absences. If you must miss class because of a religious holiday or ODU affiliated extra curricular activity, advance notification must be provided to the instructor to remove the absence from your record.

Excessive late arrival or failure to prepare for class meetings will result in each incident counting as an absence. 

Grading
Grading Scale

A+ (100 – 97) A (96-93) A - (92-90) B+ (89–87) B (86-83) B - (82-80) C+(79-77) C(76-73) C - (72-70) D+(69-67) D(66-63) D -(62-60) F (59 and lower)
Projects

Complete descriptions of the projects and their grade value can be found at:

http://www.odu.edu/~jromberg/325fa06/325projects.html

Short Analysis Paper 1 & 2  




20% each

Group presentation (ppt. and chart)



15 %

Discussion board postings




10%

Submission of example reading



3%

Final Exam 






20%

In-class Participation/Attendance



12%

You must complete all the papers and the exam as well as participate in the presentation to pass the course.

Late Work 

Late work will not be accepted. If there are truly extenuating circumstances, contact me 24 hours prior to the due date. All portions of each project must be turned in or a failing grade will be given for the entire project. 

Incompletes will only be given if 80% of the work has already been completed for the class.

Ethics & Plagiarism

As per the University's Honor Code, you must do your own original work in English 325 and appropriately identify that portion of your work which is collaborative with others, or which is borrowed from others, or which is your own work from other contexts. Whenever you borrow graphics, quote passages, or use ideas from others, you are legally and/or ethically obliged to acknowledge that use, following appropriate conventions for documenting sources. In English 325, the most serious form of academic dishonesty is to recycle another individual's major project under your own name. 

If you have doubts about whether or not you are using your own or others' writing ethically and legally, ask the instructor. Follow this primary principle: If in doubt, ask. Be up front and honest about what you are doing and about what you have contributed to an assignment. 

Documented Disability 

If you have a documented disability, make sure you register with Disability Services (757) 683.4655. Once you do so, feel free to talk to me about any special accommodations that you may need to fulfill the requirements of this course.

Course Evaluation 
At the end of the semester, you will have an opportunity to evaluate the instructor and the course. This is very important for helping the instructor and the department assess the course. Please take the time at the end of the semester to do these online evaluations.
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