Genre Analysis Chart—Discovering Generic Features

Use this chart to help you describe the features of a specific text; use multiple versions of this chart examine multiple samples of the same type of text to determine the features expected of this type of text.

Genre Analysis Chart—Composing Your Text

Once you have determined the generic expectations for the type of text you have chosen (see Delivery on the Rhetorical Canon), use this chart to determine how you will use generic expectations to compose your own text.


	Genre Characteristic
	Specific Evidence

Use this column to make detailed notes on what you see
	Emerging Pattern

Use this column to answer the questions from the first column

	Purpose(s): What does this text hope to accomplish? 
	
	

	Audience(s): Who are this text’s  primary, secondary, and accidental audiences?
	
	

	Context & Writer(s): Where did you find this text (physical space or type of web site)? Who wrote the text (person or organization; real or handle)?
	
	

	Organization Scheme: After carefully reading through the text describe what work gets done in each paragraph or section.
	
	

	Format & Media: How are all of the elements arranged on the page? How well does the text comply to document design principles? What media gets used to deliver the text and does this affect its format?
	
	

	Language Choices: Describe the style of the written elements. What is the tone? How difficult are the words?
	
	

	Visual Elements: What type of visuals get used? What purpose do they serve? Is the connection between the text and visuals implicit or explicit?
	
	

	Genre Characteristic
	Generic Patterns

Use this column to list the specific generic patterns for this type of text
	Your Strategy

Use this column to describe how you will specifically approach this pattern in the text you compose

	Purpose(s): What do you hope to accomplish with this text? 
	
	

	Audience(s): Who are your  primary, secondary, and accidental audiences? 
	
	

	Context & Writer(s): What type of environment will this text affect? Where will you “publish” this text? Who do you represent in this text (person or organization; real or handle)?
	
	

	Organization Scheme: What work should each paragraph or section do? What work will they do?
	
	

	Format & Media: How will you arrange the elements on the page? How will you use document design principles? What media will you use and does this affect its format?
	
	

	Language Choices: Describe the style of the written elements you will use. 
	
	

	Visual Elements: What type of visuals will you use? What purpose do they serve? How will you help your audience read these elements?
	
	


Range of Variation: After reviewing several examples, list how this sample is similar and different from the others

Variation from the Genre: Describe the composing decisions that you have made that will vary from the genre. What effect do you want this variation to have?


