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Announcements Orthography

Orthography

Latin is (mostly) written as it sounds.

Every letter is pronounced (with a few exceptions when reading

poetry).

Our spelling (i.e., orthography) is generally adopted from the �rst

century AD.

N. Owens (ODU) Latin 101F Fall 2021 4 / 11



Announcements Orthography

Orthography

Latin is (mostly) written as it sounds.

Every letter is pronounced (with a few exceptions when reading

poetry).

Our spelling (i.e., orthography) is generally adopted from the �rst

century AD.

N. Owens (ODU) Latin 101F Fall 2021 4 / 11



Announcements Orthography

Orthography

Latin is (mostly) written as it sounds.

Every letter is pronounced (with a few exceptions when reading

poetry).

Our spelling (i.e., orthography) is generally adopted from the �rst

century AD.

N. Owens (ODU) Latin 101F Fall 2021 4 / 11



Announcements Pronunciation � Vowels

Pronunciation � Vowels

Long vowels are indicated with a macron (long mark) over the vowel.

	a as in �father�: m	ater, gr	ati	as, cl	amat, v	�ll	a

a as in �Dinah�: pater, quattuor, salv	e, taberna

	e as in �they�: salv	ete, tr	es, c	ena, hodi	e

e as in �pet�: bene, septem, vehementer

	� as in �machine�: qu	�nque, f	�lius, scr	�bit

i as in �pin�: tibi, mihi, n	avis, ita, videt

	o as in �clover�: n	on, oct	o, le	o, m	ons, n	omen

o as in �orb, o��: oct	o, novem, hortus, hodi	e

	u as in �rude�: 	unus, 	undecim, t	u, sal	utat

u as in �put�: ut, unda, cul	�na, uxor, ululat

	y as in French �pur�: L	ydia

y as in French �lune�: Syria
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Announcements Pronunciation � Diphthongs

Pronunciation � Diphthongs

A diphthong is a combination of two vowel sounds collapsed together

into a single syllable.

ae as ai in �aisle�: puellae, quaes	o, saepe

au as ou in �house�: laudat, aut, paul	�sper

ei as �reign�: deinde

oe as oi in �oil�: coepit

ui as in Latin u + i, spoken as a single syllable like Spanish muy or

English �gooey�, pronounced quickly as a single syllable, and

occuring only in the following words: cuius, huius, cui, hui, huic.

Otherwise the two letters are spoken separately.
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Announcements Pronunciation � Consonants

Pronunciation � Consonants

Latin consonants had essentially the same sounds as the English consonants with the following
exceptions:

bs and bt were pronounced �ps� and �pt�, as in: urbs, obtul	�, obstat, obstin	atus

c was always hard, as in: cul	�na, canis, tac	e, circum, c	�vis

g was always hard, as in: v	�gint	�, ag	o, gustat, gerit

i (as a consonant) usually had the sound of �y� as in English �yes�: i	anua, i	udex, iubet,
iam, iacet. This is often called a �semi-vowel� or �glide.�

qu is always followed by �u� as in English: quoque, coquus, quis, quaerit

r was trilled similar to Spanish: r	�det, perterritus, forum, r	es

s was voiceless as in English �see�: salv	e, senex, subit	o, servus, susurr	avit

t was always hard, as in: tac	e, tabl	�num, tibi, turba, tuba

v had the sound of �w� as in v	�lla, via, val	e, v	�gint	�, venit, videt, vibrat. This is another
semi-vowel.

x had the sound of ks �as� in senex, exit, mend	ax, exspectat, vexat, d	�xit

ch had the sound of �ckh� as in English �block head�: pulcher, charta, architectus

ph had the sound of �ph� as in English �up hill�: amphora, amphithe	atrum

th had the sound of �th� as in English �hot house�: the	atrum, thermae

gn had the sound of �ngn� as in English �wing nut�: magnus, benignus, ign	avus
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Announcements Pronunciation � Syllable Quantity

Pronunciation � Syllable Quantity

A syllable is heavy (long) by nature if it contains a long vowel or

diphthong.

A syllable is heavy by position if it contains a short vowel followed

by two or more consonants or by x, which is a double consonant

(=ks).

Otherwise the syllable is considered light (short).

Which syllables heavy by nature? ho-di-	e, gr	a-ti-	as, sal-v	e, quae-s	o

Which syllables heavy by position? ser-vat, por-tat, pu-el-la
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Announcements Pronunciation � Accent

Pronunciation � Accent

You place the accents on Latin words following these simple rules:

The accent is never on the last syllable (ultima).

In a word of two syllables, the accent always falls on the �rst syllable:
ser-vus, mi-hi, oc-t	o.

In a word of three or more syllables:

the accent falls on the next to last syllable (penult), if that syllable
is heavy: pu-el-la, sal-v	e-te, ta-bl	�-num, v	�-gin-t	�
otherwise the accent falls on the syllable before that (the
antepenult): gr	a-ti-	as, qu	at-tu-or, 	un-de-cim, tr	�-cl	�-ni-um
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Companion pp. iv�xxiv How to read. . .

How to read. . .

Read the marginalia �rst!

Then, the read the l	ecti	o.

Read actively!

If you don't understand a word, read the next sentence.
If the word still isn't clear, go back and re-read the preceding
sentence.
Look the word up (in your glossary) only if the preceding two steps
fail.

Do not write English in your book!

When you are done reading FR, then and only then should you read the
selections from COMP .
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